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Tice the Preachlng of the ling Firgin, T find thit 
both zt, and the {EO have undergone Various Cen- 


ſures: "ome 0bjeft Unſeaſonableneſs. agairif it, and 0- 


wnger th ' Tmwtation ; ;. and bting carſcious to. my ſelf, tha 
PF xtyey enteriain'd fo "mach as.4 Diſtoy al thogght, I amre= 
Polved the Sermbe ſhift” for ſelf: bat 1 am a little 
mor econicerid to futisfie the World, 68 'to its ſeaſwablentſs ; ._ 
becauſe. even. {ome of my Friends "ſeem unſatisfied, Whit "i 
needed you, 'fay they, meddſe with ſuch a Subje&> why + Þ 
ar chis time? "Could you.gor let things rut quietly > and 

be content » Preach (if you mult be Re thePrit» 


orives of akq ro -u. pood Life, 'without mede 
ling with Coritr6yerſies and. Dif 


ures ? 
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* Preface t to > the Reader 


bat Ft Jaſth ſuſpended bhi Dioceſan, © 6 Wn ; hunk #4: 


ple (who ſeldom know or conftder the true cauſes of things ) 
rio ht this Puniſoment was impeſed.on him, for arguing for - 
| ns; the tender $ racy the have for thaty* pubuhei 
"5 pers F OATS and Neſpoka Cite, _: ad made them re : 
upon the Clergy; ds if "they muſt either decline the Defence 
of the Truth, which they value gbeve thetr Lives, or be ſi-- 
tencd: 1 ca ily ſaw what ill effeRs ſich Surmiſes might pro-. 
Auce 5 and although ſeveral private Clergy.men ſaid enough- 


to ſatifie the Drogſe of, he, alſcneſh of br a * 
drew from that tradent; "n ſee] \ them fb Wlfed, 
T conliaer'd, to remioae the #/Jralos + was” amork-proper for 


one of an bigher Degree in La Church, and "_ invited 
to Preach at $t, Warbron Fo , where there wet” Joerg: 
fall Aaditory ; T was gla: - the _ pportupgty « of di 
cople,. and. Ea 
Roman Carliolicks,  #ho, were : en Preſent to. ſpy..out, our 
Liberty, that we had, and ould take the, fame- eirrty as 
ever to defend our own Religinn, and to -[bew, fie. # "alfhood of - 
theirs : and [ have ſome reaſog believe, th a what. 4 then 
Aelbvered bad a ord effe8 . 0art oh Minds, , both as. te the 
Orvernmant, 4 the C lergy.. : 

Bat ' os muſt farthes tell 3 ole (Gentlemen, Thu whatever 


Policy mij. ſcem to be in being. blegt at: ; this) ame.s. cit 9 roo 


mean, and has tos muth: of the World tn,.4 ever ta. bee 
peed ih; 4. Chrer ſpan, eJpeccaly. CER: 


; Nip , whiſe wery C onſet onſecr ation 'obliges him..co, fm 6 


drive-away all Erronipus and Falſe Dottrine, omrary's ro 


. Gods Word, and: both privacely, and. OpEULy. to of > 


and incourage others to the fame ++ 5; ewe. 
Do8rgnes. of. the preſent Charch: of (Riz es a pe 


Te dof, it is not to be, exprfed that any. Warlay d hi "Al 
Bould prevail” with us to be $ lent y. OW) .. Vous oh 
37: and the Charity. which | [we .0Wme. 
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\ We ark ad: our nt 1 mY TO "would TA 
our. own” Propie againſt WS," ahd the Truth,  andt flatter our 


confirm them in their perniczous Errors: Let who ſo 'will hold 
ſich” Errors, Trath is Truth,” ani muſt be defended : And 
F the Romaniſts wil but 4s as they mould be done by, they-. 
t "Hats this it at bur bands ;- cl + while we have 
7 6p Wythe Ex on our' fides, *but alſo the Ward of that King 
Tr famous for having never. broken it ) to. defend our 
on :** an#"if- hich. be angry for this, we cannot help it, 
"Trath is deity to ut, then their favour... 
IE We e look '0n the 8 4 premuacy of the Pope,. and his unjuſt FS 
Of, rp#101, over King, and bis felon Biſhops, as the funda-- £4 
mental Artible of  Popery: ani it is retired by the ſecond” & I 
Canon af the Church sf lteland, of every Preacher, to the ut= | 
"mmoff of: his Wit, \ Khowledge, and Learning, to Preach 4- 
Sainſt 3 i fo fo r tirhes' a Year: : "And the Twelfth Canon further 
Fe res, That the Minefers 11 all thets Preachings,. Rc. (hall 
reach the 'Peop ie 10. place their Whole truſt and confi- 
des in on jos 10 it Cyearures, och, n the Habir 
of Scapulat of in Fryer, or in Hallowe | 
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Preface to the Reader,” | 
does now appear. in Prem ; Becauſe the falſe repreſertatien 
they made of what was thin ſaid, hath matle this Publicgtion 
of it neceſſary.; and theſe to folloprug Letters pritten ro me 
on that 5 hail ORTUnced me of that 117713 
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" My very good Taree, i een 
YG, Lordſhips late. Sermong ,Preach'd at, Se; War- 
.* Þ #00955 Church in Dublin, has given-me anocealion 
of repreſenting the ſeveral Cenſures upon. it to ygur.Lord- 
ſhip, and withal of. freely. communicating my.chayghes 
to you concerning it, . The Gentlemen, who would. pals 
for the only Carholicks in the World,.cenfure irs dildo = 
al, and tending to Sedition ; the Phanaticks are offended 
becauſe you boldly tell them the Truth, and lay the blame 
of our preſent, misforcnnes. (where it is-juſtly chargeable) | 


- * 
» 


at their doors : and there is a thitd fart,of . Men, ,whom. 
I may'call the Politicians of the Age,” that do not con- 
demn, but only cenſure ſome things 1a it-as unſeaſonable, 
and not fit tobe Spoken in thele times," ......-.:,. ..., 
It was my Nh bo not t9 be preſent af the- Delivery 
of it; but however, upon the experience 'of above thirty 
years acquaintance with. your Lordſhip, I-can youch as 
much. for your Loyalty as my own, and do'really in my 
Conſcience acquit you from any defign of: Influencing the 
People ; and when I reflet upon the ſaying of St. Paul, 
Gal. 1.10. If T pleaſe 24en, 1 ſhould net be the Serwant-of 
Cirift, I am well aſſured, you diſcharged a good Con- 
ſcience towards God; becaufe you have been'& little Sol- 
- licitous to Study. the Satisfaction of the World, -. © 
However, becauſe ſd many various Cealures are paſt 
gpon it already, and neither you nor I can foreſee What 
miſconftrutions may be made of it for the futures ;and 
becauſe ſome things are reported of it, which 1 hear; were 
not delivered, to your prejudice; I think you cannot do 
your ſelf, nor your Sermon greater juſtice, 'than to expoſe 


cto the publick view of. che World, and let it plead irs 
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\Preface to'the Reader. 

cauſe, ainſt alt Gainſayers t. by. this you' will have an 

Yrenicy of: vindicating your Loyalty againſt the Exe 
EPLLON$. Qt. the pretended Catholicks.z- your, Prudence a- 
oainſt rhe teMporizing Politicians; and your Do@Qrine a- 
gainſtall that are reſolyed'rd write againſt it : And I am 
confident, ler them begin when they will, if you need 
Sucepless the Cauſe: will not. want thoſe char ſhall aſſiſt. 


T2207 Gin Your Lordſhips 
51. moſt Aﬀectionate 
ES 2 IR Humble Servant 
* 2h te MAEERG'S: 


., This was fullowed by this, Second Letter, . 
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" Had the - Happigeſs to hear; your: laſt 
K. /orbroughs, ad. find by, my. convesfing\amongſtithe 
People, that ic. gave..general. latis[aQtigny and: has: done 
really: a grear deal .ot. gagd..... They, amagige that. your 
Lordſhip”. by «: your, Station - and, Correlpondetice -under- 


ſands much of. Aﬀairs,; . aud. rhey. generally, conclude. by 


irr the- Kings Royal Word. © You would - hardly iniagine 
how far thisfath, quiered ſome ſuſpicions Minds; ;avd if 
your .Lordfhip.' £3 mo. your {elt; b prevailed. with ro 
make it publick, T am confident it. woyld contribute yet 
more to ſecure” the' Loyalty, and quiet the fears of che 
People : and : though this - may. ſeem unneceſſary toyour 
Lordſhip it being impoſſible any one of. our. Communi. 


- oh ſhould .be diſloyal, wichourt renouncing his Religion , 


yet give me leave to inform your Lordſhip, that there nei- 
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your behaviour: in that Sermon, ,That.we are yery ſecure 


ther. doth,” nog. will want: thoſe,” rhac having.nothing to 
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Preface to'the Reader. 
ſay to if, 25 it is, will not fail to miſtepreſent ir: To pre- 
vent therefore them, if-not to ſatisfie-yourFriends,'Thope' 
you Will be perſwaded to comply with-the requeſt of 2» 


My Lord, s 
Your, Lordſhips moſt humble :': 3:57 


YL on 


% 
—— 


oh and dutiful Servant, * 
W, King. 


From theſe twoLetters the Readers may ſer the ſence of buth 
Atwerſeries and Friends, and what effe8, it had on them, 
and eſpecially the People , and by publiſbing of it, IT hope at 
lesft, to get this advantage, that our Adwerſaries will be afraid 
to miſrepreſent future Diſcourſes of this kind, when they ſee we 
have ſo ready and ſhort a way to expoſe their Lies : And let 
them reſt ſattsficd, that notwithſtanding their cauſleſs heights, 
and the canfidens brags of ſome of them, That our Religion 
ſhall ſoon be ſuppreſs'd ;- and the wheadles of others of them; 
by whith they" think to prevail with -us, if not to come over 
to' theirs! yet to' ſpe«k-nothing 'in confutation of "it ;, we both 
dare 4nd will Juftifie our S elves apd our Religion againſt all 


_ the little petty arts- of Defamation or 'Calamny they can uſe 


againſt us ; and that we believe the thiefeſt of their Brength 


__—— PET IEEE... - 

*  T have only this one'thing more” ta add, 'That” this Ser- 
201 is printed as it was preached, without apy alter ation , arid 
that tt is own'd as the true ſence and real expreſſion of the 


thoughts and heart of the Pragcher, 


id 
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4 'St. PAULS Confeſſion of Faith. 
-s ; jy Ads 24, 14, 15, xs. 


But thit' © Corfeſs unto Thee, that after the way which they 

k. . call Herefie, ſo Worſhip I the God of my Fathers, believ- 

© irp-all things which are Written in the Law axd the Pra-+ 

: - phets; and have hope towards Odd, which they themſelves 
a!ſo allow, that there ſhall be a ReſurreJion of the Dead, 
both of the Juft and Vrjuſt, And herein do I Exeraſe 


; v1 ſelf, to have & Conſeience Void of 2 ence towards God 
; : azd towards May, | 


| Wo things are required in-a Preacher, 'to be able 
| l to Exhort with wholeſome Doarine, and to con- 
ſure Gain-ſayers; the one requires Rhetorick, the 

| other Logick, We cannot haye a better Precedent for this 
| than St. Paul; whom for his admirable Elocution the In. 48: 14. 
; fidels took for Mercury, their: God of Eloquence, come 
down from: Heaven 5 and for the profoundneſs of his As 1. 
matter, he is ſtiled a choſen Yeel, ro contain the Myſte- 
4 ries of: Gods Kingdom : for proof of this, -I wyll only in« 

| ſtance to you from the 334 of the $:4 of thre Romans, to 
| | the end of that Chapter, whereof * St. Auftin and'* Eraſ-* Dofr. 

f/ mus ſay, that never Tel, nor Demoſiberes could ſpeak any yp ue 
i thing like him, there being nothing mean! or low: in che N. Tp. 
& t whole; for if we reſpect the Perſons, here we have God, 
___ Chriſt at the right hand of che Father, Principalicies and 
Powers ; if.we reſpect the things, here-we have Life, 

heigth, depth, chings preſent, and things co. come z and 
if we reſpect ghe Rhecorical Ornaments, :what/Interraga- 
- re B | _ LioKs, 
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(2) 


| SAtions, what Gradations, what Antitheſes, what contraries, 
» - 2nd whatrepetitions > ſothar this might juſtly make up the 
E- 34 patt of St, Auſtins with, that he had ſeen Chriſt in the 
| fleſh, Rowe Flouriſhing, agd Sr, RawPreaching, ; Bug . 
\ need.'6' ſarcher Aivhbidat { this-yety confliet with 
telus. is. a ſufficient demonſtration , whereof my You i is 
a part: for having clear'd himſelf from thac moſt odious 
crime of Sedition, ang evideatly proved: that the Orators 
Accuſation was not only improbable, but impoſſible :- he 
3 now deſcends: to the Other branch of his: C:tbrany Cone 
FH cerning his Religion ; that as he-was no turbulent Fellow, 
} | or raiſer of Sedition in the Common-wealth ; ſo he was 
18 | ko ſetter forth, nor maintainer: of :Hereticai Doetrines, Or 
L | Novelcies'in the Church! . , | | 
I-- , | In the words we have.theſe'two. parts. 
oh I. His Conceffion, in the(e words, [but this I confeſs.] 
= | 2, His Confeſſion, in theſe: words, | after the way which 
, # | Phe). call Heref Jes &C. | 
© | (Ang in his Confeſſion we have: theſe particulars ,, TY 
f | . The AR, I Worſb; | 
ws The Obj <>, The Goda of my F bers. | 
3. The i, after that way ) which they call Hereſpe, 
, The Rule of it, &elieving all things that are Written 
55 -the Lay, and the Prophets. | 
. is. "The Principal ground of it, 4nd have hope towards 
Gaa, that there ſhall be a ReſurreBion of the Dead. 
. 6, And Jaſtly, the Effe& of it, and herein do I exerciſe 
d my ſelf, to have always a Conſcience waid of offence toward 
jp : - Gab, and toward Mag. 
a oy * So that: if you would have a clear and perſe& definiti- 
'Y .,- Onbf St; Pauls Religion, it is briefly this; AW orſhiping 
; of one true God by Jeſus Chriſt according to the $ criptures, 
| with o ftedfaſt a Cave to keep the purity of the Conſcience 
: wnſpotted, . in hopes of the future mm of. the Dead; 
= Bur:to. proceed... 
i Te 4 his Conceſſion, _ "g __ 
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did Lament, becauſe no Man cometh to the publick Afemblies,* 


that day with him in Paradice: for the inward frame of 
.the Heart is diſcovered by outward Devotion ; and he 


either has none art all, or does not much care forir. God 
ſays nos, 1 have reſerved 7000 that have not believed in 


. then but a Novice in Religion, and had nor yet learned 


mon kaew that this Action coun ag but be ſcandalous to | 


(3) 

From which Ingenious Confeſhon of his Faich before 
an Heathen, we may-learn our own Duty; whoſoeper will Matt. 16: 
Lonfeſs me before Men, him will I confeſs before my Father ** 
which is if Heaven «© and with the Heart Man belicutth ants Rom. rs. | 
righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is mage 6c 0. 
zation. Iſaiah Propheſied of the times of the Goſpel, that Ch, 44. 53 
one ſhould ſay, I am the Lords, and another ſhould be called | 
by the name of Jacob ; «id apotber ſhould ſubſcribe with his 
hayd, and name himſelf by the name of Iſrael : and 'ris Tequi- £65. 2. 19, 
red, that notonly every Knee ſhould bow ; but alſo that every 
Tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of 
the F ather, The want of che means of this publick confeſſi« Pſa, r37. 
on made the Jews lament when they fate 4 the Rivers of 
Babylon 5 and made Terewy Cty Out, that zhe ways of Lion Lament. T. 
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And .the Thief on the Crofs, for confeffing Chriſt, was 
that does not cenfeſs his Religion when he is put 10 it, 


Baal, but whoſe Knees have nor bowed to Baal; which 
ſhews, that he expects a publick owning of him, as well 
2s a ſecret. believing-in him; .and the, Nevil himſelf did 
not tempt Chriſt co believe in hin, bur to fall down and 
Worſhip him ; and the three Children choſe to be burned, 
rather:than give Adoration to Netuchadnezzars Golden 


Tao! Rimmon] is much objected againſt what I have ſaid +>: : . 
but for anſwet to this, conſider firſt, that Noaman was 


| __— N aamans example [when T how my [elf before the 2 King. 5. 


ro deny himſelf for God, 2,..Naaman dpeaks not of any 
Regions Worſhip to be performed R immon';" but of ;a 
civil Office to be done to his Prince. '3.' Becauſe Nas- .- .; 
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-._....- Others, and polluted with the circumſtance of time: a 
Ee pace he confeſſed it was a ſin, and defires Gods merc 
__ Laſtly, we do: not find that Naamay ever did.ig, buton 
© ty feeling or fearing hisown infirmity, he defites che Pr 
phers Prayers, either that he mightnor fall; or if he did 
that God would forgive him ; to which the Propher a 
ſents, and that only*in ſuch a fortn of ſpeech; as is an uſu 
| _ ..., al valediction, as Go: in peace,' or: Gods peace'be witl 
\* There are two main impediments of this publick Con 
_ feffion of Chriſt, Shame and Fear, They thar are aſham 
ed; are ſuch as love the Praiſe of Men more then thi 
- Prajſe of God, When Wes taughe young Neoptolom 
the Arr of Lying, the youth being-of -an ingenuous: na 
cure, ask'd him, how it was pofſible ro cell a Lye withou 
bluſhing ; he- anſwered him, that'a man ought never t: 
be- aſhamed of any thing, whereby profic. may be had 
And if we ſeriouſly confider it, is ftrange char am 
Chriſttan ſhonld' be aſhamed. of his Profeſſion, whic| 
brings him fo grear gain, 'as an eternal- weight of Glory 
/. We have a common proverb, that He-chat is-afhamed © 
his Trade, ſhall never chrive by it; and *tis alcogerher a 
crue, thathe ſhall'never {ave his 'Soulby Religion, who'i 
aſhamed. ro. profeſs it, *Tis confe(s'd, the time-was, whe! 
Nicodemns came dy night'to Jeſus ;, and when. Joſeph © 
Arimathea was -a ſecret Diſciple z hut it was when the: 
were punies in Chriſttaniry': bot” when Religion wa 
firmly rooted in them, they joyned openly. in the honon 
* . + "rable Interment of our Saviour ;* andthus St: Paul confel 
Row. 1: T60he was pon Pe of the' Goſpel of Ehrift, 
"The ſecond jmpediment-is Fear ; This'cauſed Mofes t 
ſtagger ar: the* Commands of God 5 this made Eliſhafl 
" from the Woimtniftthreas' of Jezabel, and St. Peter de 
»ny his Maſter, Fear is ſo bad-a Counſellor in” the Ser 
Fudg. 7. 3-vice of God, that Gidroy when he was ready to joyn bat 
tel withthe Egemy, proclaimed, that Ne Yep 


Mo. ANI. oo rs eur" c 


Y% 


f time. ang : 


20ds Mercy, 
i1t, but Olle 


res the Pro- .. 


if he did, 
*ropher af- 
S 1$ an uſyz 
e be with 


blick Conz 
are aſham- 
> then the 
NV coptolomy 


Nous: nas. - 


'e withour 
; Never to 
| be had, 
thar any 
1,. Which 
t Slory, 
hamed of 
gether 45 


, Whois . G 


dS, when .0 
Joſeph of 
en they 
LON was 
 honon« 
' confeſt 


Aofes to 
lihafly 
ter de- 
he Ser- 
YO bar- 
i5-fear- 


b OE TOR SN” ou". 4 or OI 


I at. ws 


OT IH 


to Fight the Lords Battles » therefore is ſaid, the Fearfut, Rev: 255+ 


0. betray the cauſe to the common "Enemy: 'and thus a 
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ful ſhould depart; and ſo timerous Chiiſtians are-not fic 


end the Unbeliewers, and the Abominable, ſhall have their 
Portion in the Lak: that burns with Fire and Brimſtone., © 
I never heard nor Read of a more reſolute Band of Sol- 
diers, then thoſe” Sediticus followers of Czaline , their 
Souls ſlitted ſtrom their Bodies before they moved from Stuff. 
their Stations ; and the ptace they Fought on when alive, By <*- © 
they covered with their Bodies when Dead : 'and the Hi- : 
ſtorian tells you, the-reaſon was,. becauſe they carried 
their * Riches, their Glory, their Life, their Liberty, their * Divinas, -- 
Country, and al! cheir hopes in their right hand. Change Pecus,Glo- * 
bur the Perſons and the Story is outs ; for in our Chri- 1189 Fre 
ſtrian Warfare we bear a Crown of Glory, Eternal Life; ww, aque + *WM 
Spiritual Liberty, and our. Heavenly Country in our Ir" * E 
right hand, and co him only that overcomes ,* (hall all frric ports: 
this be given; Fer be thou Faithful to the Exd, and Init ve- | 
gre thee ihe Crows of Life.'-. | A——_ 
Yet neither St, Pauls Practice, nor my Diſcourſe, does 
encourage any fo: run into unneceſſary dangers ; for he 
that loves Danger, (hall Periſh in it, To precipitate a 
Mans ſelf into needlefs Peril, is ſegceleſs Folly ; and to do 
16 out of oftencarion, is meer yanity : But when a Mans 
Profeſſion obliges him to give Evidence for the Truth,. to 
be then'neither aſhamed of Chriſt, nor of his Goſpel, nor 
fearful ro ſaffer for ir, is neceſſary. true Chriſtian Courage. 
The Antient Law of governing the Roman Army was 
reduced to two. heads, ze7 ſequi, nec fugere ; NF tO0 VEN 
tureſamly, ro make a raſh purſuit without need ; 'and when + 
there was occaſion, .nor by too-timoroufly running'away 


'Chriſtian. ought nor; to ſeek. danger when: he is free, nor 

to ſhun.ir when it is offered, - Behold, ſays Chriſt, {ſend 

408. ferth as Lambs in the midſt of Wolves, be ye therefore 
iſe as Serpents, axa Tancent as Doves. . 0 

There is a tinit when the'Adyite of Gellias takes plate 
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even in Religion ; that when the City labonrs with Sedi- 
. tion, *tis noc the part of a good Citizen to profeſs him- 
ſelf' a Newter, but to joyn-with the party that has 
righc on its ſide, and fo help co fippreſs the other ; and 
284in there is a time, when the Example of Leontius Biſhop — 
of Antioch is more imitable: rhat is, to give offence to , 
-neicher party ; for Weſdows is Juſtiſied of her Children, And , : 
thus much of the firſt thing, wiz, the Conceſſion, in theſe 
words, | but this [ confe f.] 
Before I ſpeak of the Confeſſion, which is the next 
thing, I will only remark this to you ; that St, Pay! firſt 
clears himſelf from being a Rebel againſt che State, ' be- 
fore he attempts to prove the Orthodoxy of his Faich, or 
the Purity of his Religion.s From whence I defir e you tO 
obſerve, that thoſe men that profeſs never ſo much of | 
Religion with never ſo much of Zeal,'are to be lookt up- - 
.on as falle Teachers, ſo long as they contipue their rebel- [- 
lious and ſeditious praftices againſt the State: and there. 
fore let eur diſſenting Brethren take notice, that while 
they in contempt-of Authority oppoſe the effabliſh'd and 
known Laws, by their Riotous, unlawful Aſſemblies, thar 
their Religion and Profeſfion of Faith is falſe and errone- 
ous, and quite contrary to Sc. Pauls here in my Text: 
which is the next thing I am to handle, in theſe words, 
[I worſhip the God of my Fathers, &c.] ; 
» And in this I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the At Worſhip, and Wn 
in doing thereof, I will not ſpend time in confucing char ' 
2 frivolous diſtinction of the Papiſts, of Latria, Dua, and 
 _ Hyperdulis, the firſt they ſay, is thar Worſhip which is 
V\  properto God; the ſecond, which is due tothe Creature; 
| "and the third of a middke nature, lefs than whar is due 
to God, and more than js due to the Creature, and this 
(hey ſay ) is only due eo the Virgin Mary, I know they 
/ - havebofrowed this diſtinQion from St, Auitine ; but have 
much wreſted-it from his ſences For as they have added 
-2. third pnember to the diſtinRion, (to wit Mgevaliey 
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ſo it is certain, thatSe, 4uflin by Dul:a did -not under- 
ftand any religious or ſpiritual Worſhip, whichis only due 
to God ; butan External civil Worſhip, ſuch as men give Servi«us 
to Princes, Maſters; and Paſtors : * a ſervice of the Bo- _—. 
dy, bur not of the Mind, as he ſpeaks, pie on 
The Saints indeed are to be honoured for Imitation, but lige ©. 55+ 
< not to be adored for Religinn, Neither does that Father | 
4 fay, that Saintsare to be Worſhipzwith an inferiour kind 
of religious Worſhip, called Dalia, but they expreſs con=- 
trary ; for we honour thers'(fays he) with the honour of Love Hoorants 
and Fellowſhip, as oar Brethren and Friends :. but not with 9« Chari- 
F Service, as our MaSters and Commanaters. pee 
| We dot deny 'that there are degrees of Honour : but ibis. 
rw fÞs+ to attribute the leaſt degree of the Service of the Spiric £0 
| any Creature, we abhor , becaule that is ſolely due, and 
proper to God, who only, in all times, places, and things 
x ſees, guides and ditipoſes of all, us, and ours. God is zot 
- mocked , and therefore will not- ſuffer his own expreſs - 
Word to be eluded with ſuch frivolous diſtinRions, 
But as one complained, that the Laws were like Spi- 
ders Webbs, wherein the little Flies are raken $5 bur the 
great ones break through ; ſo we may ſay of theſe Popiſh- 
Subcilcies, becauſe, that thoagh they cannot caſt a miſt be-- 
b fore the eyes of God, and rational confidering men, yer 
they 'may deceive the poor ſimple Lay Papiſt 3 who goes- 
on raundly to work. in his blind Devotion, he, poor man, 
muſt needs remain intangled in groſs 1dplatry, And there- : 
fore theſe Popiſh Ring-leaders- ate not unficly compared: 
to Bazds,- (it is King Fames his expreſſion in the. like 
| _ eaſe) who though they do not actually pollute their own. 
1 Bodies, yet are a means of proſticuting others to all fil- 
\ thineſs, Bur I leave them and return to our Apoſtles #7 
worſhip the Godof my Fathers, ] This Worſhip is twofold; 
1, External. 2.:Ifnternal, The external Worſhip is prin-- 
cipally threefold. Ry WP 
\ b+ Theppreachipg and hearing of Gods Word,” * SY 
Ti 5 —_ " -_ 
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[EEE . 
_ -2,. The invocating of his Names . . 
. 3. Thereverend uſe ofthe holy Sacraments} 
| I, As tothe preaching and hearing of Gods Word; he 
. requires nothing more earneſtly ,chan- that the People be 
_ - taughe the knowledge of themſelyes, of God, and of Re: 
Jai.58.1. ligions Son of May. laith God, cry.aloud and ſpare not, lift 
Mair, 28, up thy voice like. a Trumpet, and Go and Teach all Nations, 
I Cor, 1. Gick Chriſt; and Wo is we, ſaich the Apoſtle, if I preach 
10. , 7ot the Goſyel; and he. charges: Temothy before God, and 
Ia, before the Lord Jeſus Chreſft, who. ſhall judge both the quirk 
and the dead, that he Preach the Word, .and be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon. 
Row.10, And as Preaching is the Miniſters Duty, fo if is the 
Os Peoples to heat: for how can they believe in him, of whom 
18. they have mat heard © and where there is no Viſion, the People 
; Periſh. Faith is like the Lamp, and the Preaching of che 
: Word like Oy]; and as the Lamp wichour a freſh ſupply 
oy of Oyl does go out , fo Faith does decay without Preach-* - 


”i 


Mok 6, 10g: wherelore it is written af our Saviour, that when 
m-— he found a Multitude without a Paſtor, he was moved with 


Compaſſion towards them. fif3-2f1 =. 
The ſecond part of this external Worſhip is Invocation 

of his Name; and this is ſo natural rd us, that we uſually 

life up our Eyes to Heaven in any ſuddain exigence, even 


:P.50, x5, before we confider the danger, or conſule-our reaſon ; and 


God commands us to call upon him i the day of trouble, 


"Exod. 32, and he wall hear us, This is fo prevalent that it binds up 


IO. the hands of the Almighty, Let. me alone, faith God to 
Moſes, that my Wrath may wax hot againſt them, No mar- 
vel then that St., Fayzes ſays, the Prayer of the Faithful a- 
waileth much, if #t be fervent, In a word, he that does not 


*Zſa. 53. 2. Pray, is an Atheiſt; for David faith, that only the Fool, 


who faith in his heart, there is ua God, . doth not call upon the 
Name of the Loyd, | 


- . 


| I fear, if meaſures were taken of our being or not being 
Atheiſts, by the frequency of our-Prayers, there are too _ 
| - many _ l - 


+; > ib s '. 


CRE | 
aty ahoHght us, 'that could Teatecly fee themſelves 


froth that 'imputation: unleſs -to-come to this place once 


ortwice upon-a Swrday, and'that too, more out of cuſtom, 
than Devotion, and never to "think more of their Duty 
till Sayday come again, dots acquit them from that charge, 
But-remember; God will be called upon ; 'or he will not 

'The third part of 'this External Worſhip is the reverend 


6nd |  uſe-of the Sacraments; and let me tell/you, they are not 
ark ; indifferentthings, which we'may uſe, or not uſe, 2t our 
in | pleafire; as Ether faid, If Zperiſh, 7 periſh.” Thete 1s a 
' more Chriſtian [/f] in thecaſe, that. is, If we obey, the acer. 28. 
the : Comme.nds of Chriſt, we mutt uſe'them.; for be ſayes, Go ,.. 
10078 L. tedch all Nations, Baptifing them, and take ye, eat ye, drink 2.27. 
" Licureus the Lacedemonian Tavigiyet i oblige Hem 
to 4-more ſtrict 'obſervance.of his Laws) ade. tlie Lace- 
Hemmiins 'take an'Oath :to obferve them till his, returg, 
ani then took a journy, with a reſolution never to.go back 
#gain: and cauſed his Aſhes to'be thrown into: the Sea, I&ft 
his People finding therh, ſhowlld think themielves ablolv'd 
Boa thr Get ooh Ent > 
And thus, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt being to leave his 
Piſciptes,  obliges them to the wſe of -his Sacraments, .till 
and £ -hisreturn, never intending to return.again in humility, byt 
ble, in,glory : If a dying Friend ſhould give you -a Ring as 1a 
up | tdken' of His Love, and charge you to keep it for his fake, 
: B- -would:your deſpiſe an inſtatice of. ſo, great Kindneſs}, How 
ar- | -comes it then;to paſs, that we-ſo little valne fo inefti- 
a - |  mable a Jewel, as\the bleſſed Sacraments, whieh are the ; . ..- - 
| {Badges of onr Chriſtianity, whoſe Value A PIR :40cs we = 
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lue, then a thouſand times ſo:1mmuch jn the Merchants Shop, 
© And tryely, if we would be taken for Chritt's- Soldiers 
we ought not to be aſhamed of his mark,. the , Holy Sa- 
crament of his Body and Blood. ._ . .. _— 

_ There are twothings generally objefted by many that 
are. called, Chriſtians, againſt receiving of it; the one 11s, *. 
that if they partake of it unworthily, . it will prejudice 
them: 'Such would do well to jon” 1 that until. they 

| put themfelves into a condition of Receiving it Worthily, 
l they cannot be in a condition of dying ; and how dange- 
'R _*  rous if is not to be always ſo, the uncertainty. of this, life 
= -  - does ſhew. | Yn OR: 
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| . OE "The other Objection is, That they are not yet will ing 


Eder: to part with their Sins, to. which the Receiving of the 
ww YSacrament_obliges them; and therefore they will defer 
Communicating until they are O!g, and-have a mind to 


L repent, and part with their Sins. Such,.would do weil to 
pf ' conlider'that they may fall ſhort of the time, they deſign 
H X* tor that Work; or if they ſhould not, thar God may not 

4 =: glvethem then Grace to Repent. And thus much of Ex- 
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tion; .as bowing. beforea Crucifix, increeping to a Croſs» 
in runmog a-Bare-leg d Pilgrimage, in viſuang the Reliques 
of the Saints: .in; hearing of, ſo many Maſſes, in macera- 
ting the Fleſh, in hanging down the head for a day like a 
Bulruſh, .in Croſſes, and Candles, in Holy Waters, and 
Holy. Oyls, - in.Pixes,: and Paxes, and. ſuch like fripperies. 
©, And, there are; others, .who- (like Lipwings,, make the 
greateſt; noiſe, whenithey are farrheſt from. their young 
ones): though they pretend. the greateſt diſtance: from the 
Papiſts,- yet come very near them in many things, and 
place their whole Religion in running through thick.-and: 
thin, three gg, tour: Miles.on' 2. Sunday. to; hear a. Man” 
preach, or: raMer prate nonſence; in carrying a Bible uns. 
der their - Arms,. though they neither underſtand-it, nor 
draw any Inferences from it, for the amendment. of their 
lives and practives; In condemning all as Reprobates, that. 
are. not of. their. Communion, and in applying the 
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intricate and myſterwgus places of Scripture, eſpecially ſuch 
as denounce God's Judgments, to thoſe that are not of 
their own perſwaſion. And if they can but prate like Par-: - 

rots in the Scripture phraſe, and ſing three or four Pſalms - 
upon a Lords Day, ang repeat ar.night the nonſence they. 

heard inthe morning; nay,it they commend the Preacher for. 
bawling lowd,and making wry faces,and thumping the Pul- 
pit; and. holding forth for twg or three hours, and preach- 
ing off Book ſuch ſtuff as is impoſlible for a.con Kring 
Perſon-to write; they conclude they haze worthip'd God 
ſufficiently, and that no more is required of them.., And 
truly though this is very far from bezng acceptable to God, 
yet I with we had not too juſt cauſe;Sn the other hand, to 
complain, that internal Worſhip is too much ſlighted by 
us, and Prayers and Sacraments too much neglected ; and 
that as in times of Popery all Religion and Worſhip was. 
in a manner reduced to a Maſs, ſa.now: amongſt us..to 2 
Sermon, they ſeeing without underſtanding, and we hearing 
without practiſing. OILS 75 
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Thus: mubHh-©y the eff particular; to:wit, the Aa 
which I: have-ſpokenof the external andiinternal: Wordfi 
dieto God, Inow proceed tothe cond particular intt: 
Confeſfion; and thatis the Object of his Worſhip, the Go 


| of my Fathers. 
[  Obſerveno Saint, nor-Angel, no'Creature, nor Thiror 
no Dominion, nor. Power, no Heatheniſh Deity , but the or 


Exed.20. Iy' true Godin: Jeſiis Chriſt: 7hou ſhale Worſths- the Lord} 
1 God,” and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. And, See thou do it no 
Ch. 22. 9. Gith the Angel in the Revelations to $t Fohn;) Iam 1 
Dow-creature, Worſhip God. © 
"The: Mantchees worthip'd' two Gods; 2 God of Gooc 
and a: God: of Evil; and the 7ritheits three: Gods, when 
they had* their Name: - the Yalentimans worthip” d: thirt 
cotiple of Gbds; andthe: Gentifes, as' St; Auſtin abſerve: 
Nt rink ; thence they worſhip'd their Adu 
terous' Flpitey,” their Beaftly Apo, "their Drunken 'Ba 
dis) thei Baſtnidly? FEfculapiis, their Thievith* "Mercury 
2 £ their Bloody Mars, roy Hes. Impudent/Venus, andtheir Spite 
De Deo fa Fino: - as Zanchy obſerves; . And' the Papiſts have & 
-q ve qual d! if not exceeded the Heathens: Arr the- number © 
; Cit Gans," "and: their-ſlipeftiriois Ceremonies 74s ina" 
he BY the* practice ofthe common: People i in "theſe par 
= , 

1. The'Pa agar had their ſeveral tutelar Gods for fovets 
places > for Neiphos worſhiped Apollo, Crete, Fupiter, Athes 
| | ro, At ? Phbefus Diana. And ſo in Pppery,, Engla, 
38 3; WE 'd St. George, Swwrlant St. Andrew, Ireland, St: Patrick 

| HRS Mark ani MB249r St. Ambroſe a 
4K i Sees they. had: ſeveral Gods for ſeveral Ele 
| ds | wc Taprter for-the Fire,  Funo for the Air, and Nep 
6 tune for the.Ses:: And fo in Popery; they have Agathis fo; 
» the Fire, the 7headulusfor Tempeits, St. Barzara tor Thun 

der, and 3k Nicholas for the Sea. 

='3. If Pagani they had ſeveral Gods. to pray to ſo 
ar. and: their Fruit; as Pan tor the one, Ceres fo, 
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other; and” Bacubus OE Wine! ad fin Pogery | 
ri f a ag I for their! Wing? Fodocas for their-Frunm: 
lr mcby for their Sheep, Eulogjus for their-Horſes; and 


F aganiſm ſeveral Profeffions chad: ſeveral Gods to 
Pip wo = Scholars Apollo, Soldiers Mars; Smiths Vulcan; 
and Hanters Diana: 10-1n Popery, Sehblars/h ave St: Gregory, 
Soldiers: St. George; Smiths-' St St. Loy; and! "Shoomakers St, 
Criſpin. 

5. In Paganiſmthey- had ſeveral Gods to pray to in ſeve- 
ral Diſeaſes; as Apollo for the Plague, Hercules for the Fall- 
ing Sickneſs, .and Laciyafor Womert in Childbirth; andſo # 
ir Popery, St. Rich/for-the Plague, PeFronthi for the Apue; @ 
ApoPouta for the Tootli-achy Anaſtacts- for the Head- Þ. 


elite To: theſs, borli Paginrand Papiſts build Cliurches, 
7 int Felt NN Statues, 
and tein Ciadin SS obſerves; ; they \ [nn © Comm.ins 


3 £4 7 x. 
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for: Jindvarion ininiſhess the vedcrable' intoriry of fre k 
ligion : and therefore it is the Politicians uſd! not her. | 
move anill' cuſtor>when well-{etled-* the vay Wy of -* 


our: Fathers: and'-Predeceffors- fav muvh'; for. the' Wo- 
man of 'Samwaria; you know, alledged, the' Sande of. her 


r/ſhip\izy this-Mountain'; but our! Siv ls her Saf. | 
— HY "of the: Penis . And, the epi Ne ed aKinſt | p 
Chriſtianidy, '\becatife ehiey* would*: KPH the: 'wayes 
of7 their? Pack, . 'butikeep to; , ant Sie Ve the Rites 
whioly delceatedts? aber A ape aye; aa 'X — t 
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Ig ha a” 
ticks] themſelves, to-, gain credit/to their 'Tenents, | we 
” uſed to fay, ſol have received; {@1 have beemtauglit! by 


- 


the. Fathers. #hs 1% ov" FTE Bp - 4 2 # S1, TRADE NY 
And the Romaniſts no not object any thing more' ma- 
litioufly, ' and falſly, to:the ignorant. amongft- us,: thin 
that. we. had.our,.Religion-only from Zuther, and Calwn; 
(which, they. themſelves. eannot bur know-.in their:Con- 
ſciences, 40. be otherwile) and. that we: {werve from the 
Judgment of the Primitive Fathers, and exclude qut:Pre- 
deceſlors. from all hope of- Salvation. -But : notwithſtand- 
ing that..they brag; the Fathers are- all theirs,;: like the; 
Madman.that challenged all the \Ships that:came into the 
Harbour for his. own 5 yet it is evident. to: any one, that 
is but meanly. converſant 1n reading their Authors; that 
they eſteem the Fathers but as Counters, which at play: 
are ſometimes placed for Pounds, and {ometimesfor P ENCE ; 
for where they ſeem tofayour them, they commendand ad- 
-» mire them.;and where they areclear againſt therm,they de- 
. cry and deſpiſe them. , Otherwile, if the Fathers axe theirs, 
and if they would haye us believe they are their. princi- 
pal Witneſſes, Why do they cut out their, Tongues with 
their #al{c loſes, 209; EXPUrgaf 10Ns of whatcthey-do' not 
& ati \ oY A. $103 001915; 
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are no infallible rules for us to tollow ;_ for, we muſt nor 
with the Phariſees tranſgreſs. the. commands. of God þy the 
; Mate 15+ trad Zon of Our HF, athers, lg 5107 cj 19101979671 21 
fo Zoom, + We mult ror, with the Jews, Offer Sacrifice to the Quees 
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IH 24- 17. of Heaven, becauſe our Fathers did ſo, and it was well with 
| |; it Ferm. them, Why did the Land periſh, and was burnt up like a 
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MM. }{ 9 Wilderneſs? But becauſe the people walked after Baalim, 
bf ||| ou ch ther Patkors rauhe them, Therefore tho Propher 
#7 I: It uw. ayes, W; alk not in the ways of your Fathers ; and they follow: 
— EF--Þ1 the generation of their Fathers, which ſhall not. ſee the light, 
— M76: 3. Wedonot make the caſe of our Fore-Fathers, that live 
ed in Popery, ſo deſperate as they repreſent it ; for we do 
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queſtion; but” many of them! held* "Fit * "23 "hp 
to ought friuch 'Z7ay and S243BJe Was built*upon "ir * 


[i for though 'they might be fore'd by terror, or induced by 


ſleight, to partake of the common errors of the Church 


; of . Rome ; yet they might be free from its Zerefie, and 


y 
= fe 


hold the Fah impleeitly © 2» preparatione- avimi, that is, 
be ready to embrace 1 it, "when! God. Thould reveal it to 


them. 25: ©" 
4. God might illuminace whout he pleas d by his Spi- 


: ritin thoſe tumes of darkneſs, when the means of Know- 
| ledge was wanting, (which is mot” now 'in this San thine 


of the Goſpel, tobe expected) as he-enligtitned/the world 


by anexpanded Light before' he created the'Sun, which 


- is ſince the ordinary way of giving Light; and as he fed 


the Iſraelites with Manna in the Wilderneſs, which he 
withdrew as ſoon as they-came into- the Land of Promiſe. 
For -when ordinary* means ate afforded; extraordinary 


muſt neither be-expeCted,” not 'relied pon: fo'that you 


i Shs © ac 


| well to our ſelves, 


3 x 
Ky 


ſee there is a vaſt difference between the caſe of our 
Forefathers, and the cafe of the Papiſt now; who: wilful- 
ly -ſhut their eyes againſt thei Light offered to them: 


| When the ordinary-.means faild; God was able to fave, 


and did fave in; the mitt "of that Blindneſs, thoſe that 
belonged to the Eledtion of his Grace : But it cannot be 
therefore fafe for us to neglet {o great Salvation as 1s 
now -oftered to-us, upon pretence of our F oretathers' be- Cypriant 
ing otherwiſe principled. - Ep. 0993; þ- 
If my Predeceſfors, fayes S?. Cy prian, hevk not aught, O3+ pra 
held, either through fim x ts or ignorance, that which our $i quis de 
Lord has tau _ k 4 his Example, or Authority, the _— " 
Mercy of God might aancls them; but we cannot rely upon pris, vel 
the-like. Mercy, who have (0 clear -a propoſal. of theſe Truths, ignormn-. 
which were: concealed from- them. It is' indeed good man- b_ os 

ners,-and charity, to think, hope, and ſpeak-well of our wr, hoe 


{ Fathers; but it is. both Wikdom and Divinity to look ry wh 
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"the God of our Fathers, - with the Apeſil>ihere dh li 
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of : 
2pply bem | 

their, .caie. much worle anan. their Predeceſiors,  :bec 
they, at ance tread .qut-of their wayes, and. walk no 
ours. . I am. ſure this diforderly 'tamultuous.way+ef, 

ing. God, .which. BYE SRPRSATIRS MH, Was mEyver print 
by Ay, conligerable jparty 
tho' I will not deny but ſeveral National Churches m 
difter -from one another .. in. their Forms of -Wotſhip ;: 
I neyer .read nor To rd of .any who' had not a. 'Form 
which they did, Worſhip, ;untzl.our- modern Presbyter; 
This onpinflange;(Lfancy) char -they-cannqt.pretend 
cuſtom of, their; Fathers, for, what they do;nmnkeir 
will own: nane for; fuch that, lived above ſaty-: years 


[2 


Bon, ..might be ſufficient, to, make 'rhem/ at ithe lathe 

ant to wave of, and. forlze.cheir folly. \And\F-am; 
tadgd.. that there, ate not; any--conſiderable Perſons 
mongſt:, them,., but .Iif they did-iJerioufly reflec, : 


. Calinly conſider, how: great-.a-tin'it is to make a Sch 


in, ;and. fparaze, from that Church, with: which-it] 
own they jagree,un Dodtring, and: is-Eſtabliſhed by :1. 
tor they know.not whar,reaſon, -but becauſe they u 
I fay,, it, they! did; think ,09.'this, and. fadly':zefh 
that whatever, 'the -Church of | Eyg/and either has 
ready, or .may hereafter ſuffer through -Popery, is wt 
ly ; due to:themklves,;,for having murdered the beſt 


OH 


B Kings, and forc'd his Royal Iſfue.to:ſeel:for fafety un 


great necelitics in .Ropith; Gauntifics, vand thereby” 
poſed them ito the. dangers and- temptations -of the : 


- o 


miſh Clergy,, who never fail to improve..all  opportu 


-, Hes for the Advantage of the-Ghurch; :or. rather Co 


now, at eaſt, being {o very. obnoxious,>for rheir \v61 
preſervation, cloſe  with.us-jn -ovir Communion, and-i 
ſeparate from thatimanner' of Worſhipwhich we pize 


Te 
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DPI : Text, which was the objeQ, and the ſecond thing I was to 

— : ſpeak of, and leads me to the manner of his worſ9ip, which 

- fl reckons | 38 the third particular, in theſe words, afrer that way which 
Ts Y 4 they tall Bere(e. | | 

walk not in © Whence we may firſt obſerve, that it is no new thing 


bh Y rome . for Religion, and the Profeſſors thereof, *to be traduced : 
mes ro Alnd. for Chriſt was {coff at .as a Carpenters Son ; and Chriſti- 
rehas wat he nity 1s called Z7ereſie, and Chriſtians Gallileans, . and 
othhip 60m this proceeds from the innate Malice and -Jgnorance 
2. 'Eg Rack that every Man has in him fince- the Fall ; which, as 


:,2Y | the Spider extraQts poiſon out of the ſweeteſt Flowers, 
= $6 nia the ' worſt. interpretations of the beſt [things 
—_—_ they _ and aCQtions; ſo that if David dance zealouſly -before 2 5en.s. 
y: years] 2 the Ark, he ſhall not want a Michel! to laugh at him: 415-15 
be .Gathe a . and if Ezek14h. deſtroy Idolatry, Jome- Rabſhekah will not 
diamine.  ftick to ſay, 1s not this the God whoſe Altars Ezekiah 
Ardrmakur - broke down. If Mary Magaalez pour a little Oyl on the 
eficd, : and _ Head and Feet of our Saviour, ſome Fudas will be Tea- ,, 
hes Schifm . dy to lay, what needs this waſte, 'Conſtantine, for his 1. 
phich-ichey { Þounty to the Church ſhall be called Pupillus, one that | 
d by aw - needs a Guardian ; and 7heodoſins for his piety Imbellis, a 
they wilt J- Coward : But as the Moon goes on ſilently in her courſe, 
tly'; teflet tho' Dogs do bark at her, fo let us go on in our Religious 
her: has al. _ Worſhip, without regarding the calumniations of our 
Y, is 'whol- Adverſaries, : EL 4... : 
the beſt of 2. Obſerve, That if we be morally certain, that what 


$. =_ - o 3 a 
dey andere bo tar the Pups cal] eres, nd che Se 
tcreby '\ex- ers 2] & FApLTS Call US .rieretiIcks, a e Se 


of  the' Ry. paratiſts call us Papiſts ; Truth will juſtifie it ſelf. St. Pau! 


opportuni- } you ſee is not. offended that they call his Religion Hereſie. 777. 

her Cort And this brings me to the fourth thing in the Text, {47 © i 
&y wontd * namely; the Rule, in theſe words, Be/reving all things ,, ſt 
cheir own Þ that are. written in the Law and the Prophets, God, who > ff 


 2nd-nge | requires man-to worſhip him, has preſcribed a Rule for...” 
16 piers | his direction: and Jeſt this Rule might be forgotten Ree 

re dls & ood 
--Text,.":| 
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or corrupte&in tra& of time by 2 bare oral Tradition of i 
from age toage, he commitre@it to Writing ; for thoug 
theWord ſpoken be more efficarious;yet the Word Wie 
is more durable: therefore it was that Moſes was corr 
manded to write. the moral Law in two Tables ; an 
that the Spirit in the Revelations fayes write; and he: 
St. Paul takes the Rule of his Faith, 2] that is writte 
zn the Law and the Prophets. © : ; 

It would not be proper now to diſpute whether it | 
neceffary- to ſalvation, for a man to believe all that 
written in the. Old and New Teſtaments ; and therefo! 
I ſhall only ( for refolving this doubt, and many oth: 
ObjefQions, that may follow thereupon) offer thele fe 
particulars. - WEIS wn 

r. That every diſtin ſentence of the holy Scripture 
does command. and require our Belief as much as th 


Whole, or any one part of them. . 


2. That though a man may be ſaved. without knou 


ing all that is contained in, the Scriptures, yet if he'r, 
ful 


_togive credit to any. part of them (when 1t is reveale 
to him as ſuch ) he cannot be faved. 

*3- That eyery man1s not only obliged under pain « 
Damnation, to believe all that is Scripture, when rc 
vealed to him ; but*he is alſo. bound to believe wha 
isnot revealed to him in preparation of mind. 

4.. That we may and ought to infer from St. Pau 
words in the Text, that the Scriptures are a ſufficier 


| Rule of Faith, and that .there is enough contained i 


them, without any othe1 additions, both for our Dire 
on and Practice. 

Yet I deny not, but that.an undoubted Tradition, 
we were fo. well aſſured of the truth of it, by a gener: 


- conſent of all Apes, as we are of the truth of the Scr 


ptures, has the ſame Authority with Scripture ; for ut 
til the means of Salvation was fully perfeCted, and th 
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Scriptures committed to Writing, Tradition was the 
Rule: For St. Paul bids Timothy to take heed to all that © 


he had received, either by word or mu And though 


we do not, with the Romanifts, allow Tradition to ſupplant . 


the Scriptures, by giving it equal Authority with them ; 
yet we allow much-toan Apoſtolical Tradition: becauſe 
it may be neceſſary, though not abſolutely ſo, to the 
clearing and better underſtanding of ſome intricate and 
myſterious paſſages 1n Scripture. And this leads me to the 
fifth particular in my Text, to wit, the principal ground 
of-. his Confeſſion, 1n theſe words, a»d have hope towards 
God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a 
Reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt. 


From which we may firſt obſerve, That Prudence and 


Wiſdom are conſiſtent. with true Religion; for you ſee 
St. Puul ſays, mbich they themſelves alſo allow; that is, 
the Phariſees, who did believe a ReſurreQion ; that by 
this means he might gaia their favourable Opinion ; and 
ſo divide them and the Sadduces, who did deny a Reſur- 
retion, For God never gave a man Religion with de- 
ſign to deprive him of the. uſe of. his Reaſon, and to 
makehim a meer Natural : He that charges his Diſciples 
to be as innocent as Doves, bids them be as wie as Serpents, 


and bids them to beware of men that will bring them into yy, 16; 
their Councils; which ſhews that we mult not, with the 1, :7. 


Donatifts of old, and the Quakers now, court the Laſh 
and the Priſon, and ſeek for occaſions of trouble : He only 
is the reſolute Champien for Cri, that will neither for 


fear of ſuffering, weakly betray his Cauſe, nor out of an 


ignorant Zeal, run, into needleſs dangers. 


2. We may obſerve from hence, that the hope of the 


Reſurre&tion of the dead is a:moft powerful Argument 
to perſwade men to believe, embrace and praftice the 


Chriſtian Religion. For when a man ſeriouſly confiders - 
that he js not only to give an account here of what he - 
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(20 ) MS 
has done;. and that this life does not ſet a period: to | 

ſufferings, or rejoycings ; but that he ſhall riſe azain, ar 
undergo a new and impartial tryal, and be tor ever d 

termined to live in eternal bliſs or miſery. This con! 

deration (I ſay) as it will make every rational (not 1 

mention pious) man to live holily ; ſo it will be a gre 

allay to his temporal ſufferings, to conſider that he ſhz 

have joy t the morning of his ReſurreQtion, for the he 

- vineſs he endured in the zight of this life : This was tl 

ground of St. Paul's free and publick confeſſion of' h 

Faith:: And thus I come to ſpeak of the laſt particular ; 

the Text, namely the effes, in theſe words, And here: 

do I exerciſe my ſelf to have a Conſcience void of offence t 

waras God, aud towards Man. , | 

--"Whence we may obſerve, that the end of all Religior 
Knowledg is praQtice: for Chriſtianity 1s an active life, 

is not to make a wry Face, and to put on a ſerious loo! 

and to talk-piouſly, and to breath nothing: but Scriptur 

that denominates a' man a true Believer; but it' 1s an e: 

ercifing'of: ones ſelf ſo; as to keep a-clear Conſcience t 

wards God and Man. And' therefore'it+is 'that St. Ps 

elſewhere exhorts zo preſs forwards, and to run as t 

win, and not 7o beat the Air, And our Saviour bid 

Ftet:3.8. bring forth Works meet for repentance. " And - that w 

' *may do this,, we muſt Iive nnblameably:towards 'Goc 

our Neighbours, and our ſelves, ' If -we-be defeQtive 

the laſt rwo, we muſt alſo be faulty in the firſt ; becay: 

though there are ſome offences more direQly and immt 

diately committed” againſt God, than'other; yet all a1 

againſt him; For as mnch- as they- are tranſgreſſions *« 

. his Laws: And therefore we muſt make it-6ar chief br 

-fineſs'; Firſt togive him his due, 'which is honouring an 

*mvocating his name, acknowledge all we have to prc 

eced from his free Grace; and make him as far as w 

are able ſuitable-returns-of Praiſe and Thankſpiving :. an: 

cM So, a 
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6c 4 ) 
as.we muſt behave our ſelves thus towards God, ſo we 
muſt deal uprightly with our Neighbours, we muſtcarry 
Hony in our mouths, that is, not injure them with falſe 
Teports, Nor provoke them with bitter language, and we 
mult carry Charity 1n our hands, that is, relieve them to 
our power, When their neceſſities require it, not wrong 
them by Violence or Fraud, : not exa&t upon their neceſ- 


ities; and we muſt carry a-good example in all our 


actions. And-laſtly, as to our ſelves, we mult take heed 
that we abu'e not-thole parts and indowments which God 
gave usto be inſtrumental to his ſervice, by any kind of 
excels, riot, or intemperance ; we muſt keep-our ſenſes 
well governed 1n great equality. The Tongue under the 
rule of diſcretion, and the Heart in a firm peace, free 
from all ſenſual diſtrating thoughts; this is the true end 
of believing : otherwiſe .our aſſenting to a divine Truth 
is NO More than ſuch a faith as the Devils have, who 
believe and tremble, 'and are never the nearer happineſs: 
but 'our believing muſt include doing, and muſt carry a- 
long, with it a co/ciexce or knowledge void of offence, both 
And thus I have ſpoken 
what I deſigned at this time on this Subject. and ſhall 
eonclude all with one word of Application. You have 
heard St. Paul's Confeſſion of Faith: 1] beſcech you ex- 
amin yourſelves, and try whether you be of his Religiog 
or not ; if you be, 1 entreat you prattiſe it. 

2. If you have a clear Conſcience, you need not re- 
card the falſe reports of others; for though it be a miſ: 
tortune to be undeſervedly ill ſpoken of, yer it is a.comfort 
thar it 15 undeſervedly. The Bird in the Breaſt makes 
{ſweeter Muſick than the Praiſes of a thouſand Falttercrs. 
7 am greived (faith a Father) that they ſpeak ill of me, and 
aſper ſe me falſly ; becauſe they injure themſelves, and not mr, 


4 their mitharitableneſs ; for they cannot rob me of the plea- 
1 ſure which aclear Conſcience continually adminiſters to me. 


Laitfy, 
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(22) : 
Laſtly, That all of us may have this clear Conſciend 
let us be ſure, with St. Pau! to walk by the Rule, t 


Pſal-119- Word of God ; that will be 4 Zanthorn to thy feet, and 


105. 


Light to thy . paths: and therefore do not imagine, th 
the carrying of your Bible to Church, and turning oy 
the leaves, and reading it careleſly, is all that is requin 
of you; but be ſure you practiſe what you read, at 
compare your aCtions-with that Rule, and make- the 
conformable to it : this will make you not only Prof 
ſorsof St. Panls Faith, but allo partakers of his Happine: 
where we ſhall ſee the Face of the living God clear] 
and at the full, where the Beauties ſhall have no Ve; 
to hide them from our eyes, our Beings ſhall havenoen 
our Knowledge ſhall trot be ſubjeC to error, nor our Loy 
to diſpleaſure. O! what an exceſs of happineſs will 

be, to enjoy all, and to defire nothing, to be a Kir 
withoutan Enemy, to be rich without Covetouſneſs, ar 


to be ever living without fear of Death ; all which, Gc 


of his infinite Mercy vouchſafe unto us all, through tl 


merits of Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom, with the Father, an 


the holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, now and fc 
ever, Amen. | 
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